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Consortium Participants

Hidden Wisdom was commissioned by a consortium of ensembles and directors, led
by Anthony Pickard and the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. High School Wind
Ensemble (Stonecrest, Georgia). The participating organizations and their directors
are listed in alphabetical order.

South Carolina State University, Orangeburg, South Carolina

Virginia State University, Ettrick, Virginia, Samuel Rowley

Notes on the Work

Things of value are not always visible. Truly valuable things are often unseen or hidden.
"Hidden Wisdom” is a celebration of the hidden virtues of life, ones that are well worth
finding. This work was inspired by the phrase itself, which is a direct quote from
scripture: "But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom,
which God ordained before the world unto our glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7).

This concert overture for band is dedicated to the late composer Robert W. Smith, and
was inspired by such masters as Vincent Persichetti, Vaclav Nelhybel, Robert Sheldon,
Stephen Bulla, and Francis McBeth.

As this work is an intentional "Throwback" (i.e. "Old School"), here's some hidden
wisdom for you: If you're going to go back for anything, only get the good stuff!

About the Composer

The music of William A.R. May (1988) has
been described as "Bold," "Exciting,"
written with "Attention to detail" & "Tonal
clarity." A youthful native of Atlanta,
Georgia, recent professional affiliations
have included with the New York
Philharmonic  Orchestra, the  Sphinx
Organization, and Juilliard School. His
works have received a number of recent
high profile performances, including the
International Trombone Festival, the
International Flute Association Convention,
and the coast-to-coast Southeast /
Northwest Horn Workshops. William'’s work
has been featured on several award-
winning albums; his “Impromptu: Duo for
Clarinet & Marimba” can currently be heard
on Naxos. As well, his music is featured on
the groundbreaking BCFX: Black College Football Experience (2010, Xbox
360). William is a current doctoral candidate in composition at the University of
Georgia, studying film/media scoring, gaming, and electronic music, with professors
Tom Hiel, Emily Koh, and Peter Lane.
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Hidden Wisdom
Overture for Concert Band

Commissioned by a consortium of band directors, led by Anthoy Pickard, Il & the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

High School Wind Ensemble

by William A.R. May (ASCAP)
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